Land for Immigrants.

absolve the Premier from attempting in
any way to intimidate any member with
respect to this Bill.

saying much woure with regard to the
Bill; but I kpow that this is not
the end of the measure, and that we
shall later have every opportunity of

gpeaking, of which opportunity I shall |

be glad to avail myself.
On motion by Me. Laymaw, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMEXNT,

The House adjourned at 10-35 o’clock,

until the next Tuesday.

Fegislatibe Conncil,
Tuesday, 14th August, 1906.
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QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL LAND FOR
BRIT1SH IMMIGRANTS.

Hen. J. M. DREW asked the Colonial

Necretary: 1, Is the Government pre.

pared to give this House some informa-
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Iam sorry I am .
prevented by the Standing Orders from :
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" agricultural lund reserved exclusively for

British immigrants? (b.) As to the
localities of the various reservations ?

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: At present no land bus been
reserved exclusively for any particular
class of immigrant. '

MOTION—DINGO DESTRUCTION.
Hox. F. CONNOR (North) moved —

That owing to the ravazes being committed
by wild dege in the North and Norcth-West
Districts of this State, some action by the
Government is necessary to cope with the
pest.

He said: I do not intend to speak at

. length on the maotion, which is the result

of an intimation from some of my con-

. stituents through me to the Govermnent,

of the necessity for doving something to
eradicate the dingo pest; and I think
this the best method of bringing the
matter into prominence. Unfortunately,
it is well known, not only in this but in
the sister States, that the ravages of wild

. dogs are increasing, that the pest must
- sooner or later be dealt with, and that

the sooner the work is taken in hand the
more easily will eradication be effected.
I huve here a long letter from the Table-
land Roads Board office at Tawmboora,
setting forth that wild dogs are increas-
ing in the North-West. We know the
dangers arising fromnm wild dogs; that
where they exist In nunbers it 1s impos-
gible for sheep to increase or even to
flourish. We know farther that ewun
in cattle country, where there are no
gsheep — and of this I speak from
personal knowledge—when the dogs he-
come numerous they do not stop at
killingr calves; they sometimes kill even
cows when these are in a weak state,
There ure three methods of dealing with
the pest. The first is by peison. Tt
is hardly the province of the Govern-
ment to send out men to poison dogs ;
hut the poisoning can be effected hy
other agencies. The second is to pay to
anyone, even to people who make a busi-
ness of killing dingoes, a certain bonus
for what are known as scalps and tails.
The third method is by fencing. Of
course in the large areas of the North,
dog-proof fencing is out of the question ;
consenqquently my remarks as to fenciny

tion—(n.) As to the aggregate area of | will not apply to the far North, but to
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the smaller holdings where settlers are
trving to establish sheep-breeding, 1T
have another statement that T do not
intend to read, from Mr. Ponton, in the
Eucla Division, who says that the dingoes
are advancing in great numbers from
the east and committing terrible ravages.
I hold that the Government should Ly
every possible means belp the swall
sheep-farmer whose run is not of such
magnitude as to make prohibitive Gov-

[COUNCIL.]

ernment aid for fencing. We can come |

quite near home, to the Wagin district.
Mr. Piesse will bear out my statement
that in the uafenced portion of the
alwost thickly-populated district of Wagin
it is npearly impossible to keep sheep.
I have said all that is necessary to bring
this motion under the notice of the
Gavernment, and to recommend imme-
diate steps to cope with this pest; for
the longer the work is delaved, the more
expensive will it be. I wish to say one
word in reference to South Australia,
where the pest is now increasing alarm.
ingly. The South Australian people
never thought it possible that so many
wild dogs could live in such small arcas
us some of the sheep-breeding districts of
that State. I hope that the Colonial

Secvretary will bring the motion under the

notice of the Government, and that some
steps will be taken to prevent the great
calamity which will ensue if the dmp;o or
wild dog is allowed unlimited scope for
his depredastions.

How. B. F. SHOLL (North): Ialse
have received o letter from the Tableland
Roads Board as to the depredations of
the wild dog, and urging thal the Gov-
ernment should increase the bonus,
which I thiok is about half the ammount
offered in the southern districts. The
board inform me that they used Lo sup-

plement the Government bouws of 5. by -

a similar sum derived from halferown
dog-license fees; but the board received
»  communication from the Public
Works Department decluring such ex-
penditure illegal, and it has been discon-
tinued. Hence they ask the Government
tu increase the subsidy, Oo one of the
stutions in that district I have a son who

Dinyv Deatruetion.

Hon. R. F. SHOLL: Yes. The
roads board bave supplemented the
Government bonus by funds obtained
from dog-license fees. The board now
ask that the Guvernment offer in the
North the same bonus as is allowed in
the South, that is 10s. What with bad
seasons and the depredations of dingoes,
settlers on the Tablelaud are not able to
make any headway. T had no ides that
the dogs were inereasing in the South to
the extent mentioned by Mr, Connor;
but on the Tableland the sheep are killed
by scores, and I think the Government
ought tv assist settlers to assist them-
selves, In view of the fact that the roads.
board expenditure on dingo destruction
bas been declared illegal.

Hoxn. J. M. DREW (Ceuntral); I have
miuch pleasure in supporting the motion.
The dingo pest, especially in the northern
portions of the State, hus assumed such
large proportions that it is necessary for
the Gtuvernment to take systematic steps
to ensure its diminution. In the Vie-
toria district bundreds of sheep are
sacrificed every year by the dingoes. I
have known one squatter who in ihe year
before last lost as many as 500 sheep,

and mauy other pastoralists have
suffered in a less degree. So forcibly
was the mutter brought before we

when I was attached to a previous
Guvernment that 1 had tuken steps o
have a measure drafted to deal with this
question. It was based on the legis.
lation passed in New South Wales, which
is called the Destruction of Noxious
Vermin Act, by which power is given in
boards to place a tax on stock, and the
Governwent subsidises the boards. On
the certificate of u justive of the pewce
the Treasury pays either 10s. for the
Victoria district where tuils are sccured
or 5s. for tbe northern district.  There
is wbsovlutoly no supervision, and iu sowme
instances there 1s reason to believe {he
syslem opens the door to fraud.  Abow
two or three years age u man in the Don-
garra distriet was carrying on the indus.

* try of manufacturing uative duyg tails

tells me that the loss vf sheep from the .

depredutions of wild dogs is deplorable,
Hon. J. W. Hackerr: Were any
steps taken to check the depredations ?

and scalps.  Fle curvied on the industry
for sume time, but he bappened to drop
across o justice of the peace who knew
something about dingo tails and scalps,
and the result was that this man got two
Owing to their

vears' umprisonment.

, being no legislation to deal with this
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matter and no proper administration of
the vote, the number of dingoes is yearly
increusing. If some encouragement were
given it would bring into existence a
large numnber of hunters and reduce the
dingo pest. We are spendiny at the rate
of £1,000 a year, with little result so far
us I can see. I hope the Government
will introduce some measure bhased on the
lines of Bastern legislation in this respect,
and I will render them every assistance,
if they do so, in the direction of advo-
cating and endeavouring to secure its
passage.

Tue HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
C. A. Piesse) : 1 wish to state that the
motfion has wmy stroogest sympathy.
The wover referred to the Wagiu district
in particular, and I can ¢endorse what has
fallen from him. Only recently within a
wmile of the town of Wagin a wild dog
killed a sheep after the sun had risen.
On another occasion 'near my home a man
with his family was sitiing down to
breakfast, and a dog killed three sheep
and was still chasing others., This man
appealed to me, ns he was near my
property; he did not know what to do,
a5 he had bad no experience with wild
dogs. Tt was a town dog. When I got
home from Parliament last week a man
from the Arthur way came in with a cer-
tificate of a justice of the prace that he
had killed five wild dogs, balf-grown pups:
these he bad killed in the Arthur district.
We have been 25 years, to my knowiedge,
frying to get rid of wild dogs. T have
inflicted tales on the House previously
showing what the wild dogs have done in
the Wagin district. This year on the
Arthur River I bave lost 10¢ sheep, and
my neighbour, Mr. Rrown, bas lost 200
or 300 sheep.
of £10,000 or £20,000 a year by the
ravages of wild dogs. If anything can
be done I sball be only too pleased to
assist to do it. Better steps must be
taken to cope with the pest than have
been taken in the pust. I trust the motion
will be carried.

Question put and passed.

BILL—SECOND-HAND DEALERS.
THIRD READING.
Tag COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that the Bill be now read a third
lime,
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We are losing at the rate .
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Howr. V. HAMERSLEY (East) moved
an amendment—

T'hat the Bill be recommitted to reconsider

Clause 14.
This mensure would apply in a very
harsh manner to every wheelwright in the
back blocks, as in all cases these men
would have to bie licensed as second-hand
dealers, under the Bill. It would then
become iwmpossible for any man to go to
a wheelwright shop with a second-hand
vehicle or a second-hand stripper, with
the idea of selling it to the wheelwright
and taking a pew article in exchange.
1f that were done the wheelwright would
render himself liable under the Bill. If
a wheelwright happened to sell » second-
hand hammer, or file, or saw, if not
licensed he would render himself liable
under the Biil.

Tee CoroniaL SeceErary: Wheel-
wrights would not be asked to take out a
license.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : That should
be made clear in the Bill

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY op-
posed the recommittal as not necessary.
The Bill had already been recommitted,
and the very points now raised were put
forward by the hon. member and several
other members, He (the Minister) stated
then, and would repeuat now, that the Bill
only applied to persons who made their
sole business second-hand dealing, and
the definition in the Bill clearly set that
out. There were very few persons in
business who did not buy second-hand
articles gometimes. The Bill was not
intended to apply to ordinary business
people, but only to those who made
second-hand dealing their sole business.
He had consulted the Parliameutary
Draftsman and the Attorney General,
who guve it ss their opinion that the
Bill was only intended to apply to per-
sons who carried on the business of
purchasing and selling second-hand goods.

Awendment put and negatived.

Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL—FREMANTLE RESERVES.
Read o third time, and passed.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVES
REDEDICATION. *
SOUTH PERTH, GOLF.
On motion by the CoroniaL Secre-
rarY, Bill recommitted for farther con-
sideration of Clause 3.



972 South Perth Golf.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : At
the last sitting, # new clause wuas added
for greater security over the reserve at
South Perth, the Government being
desirous that at all times the public

[COUNCIL.]

'
[

b

should have the right of free access. -

The question was raised at the time
whether the clause went far enough
to insure this; and he now agreed with
the opinion them expressed, that the
clause did not sufficiently cover the
ground desired. Therefore, to meet the
case more completely he now moved
that Clause 3 be struck out, with a

view to inserting the following in lieu:— -

Notwithstanding any vesting order, lease, or
grant of the aforessid Reserve No. 10,250 which
the Municipality of South Perth may make or
give, it shall be their duty to make and enforce
by-laws under the authority of the munici-
pality for the nanagement, contrel, and use of

the said reserve; and the said by-laws shali

provide for the free admission of the public to
all parts of the said reserve; and every such
by-law shall be subject to confirmation by the
Governer-in-Council, and when so confirmed
and publiched in the Government Guzetts shall
have the force of law.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: The amendment
appeared to him, from merely hedring it
read, to be a clumsy method of achieving
the object in view. Supposing the muni-
cipality of South Perth refused to carry
out the injunction contained in the
amendment, and did not make such hy-
laws, it would then be necessary to take
out a mandamus in the Suprewme Court
o compel the municipality to make the
necassaty by-laws: and that would be an
expensive and rouund.about way of
achieving the desired object. He would
prefer, rather than this duty should bhe
cast on the council, to see inserted
in the Bill a clause definitely giving
ihe public the right of access, notwith-
standing any lease. - Why the necessity
for the framimg of Lyv-laws for this pur-
pose, when by a simple provision made in
the Bill itself the public could be given
that right of access to which Parliament
said they were entitled ¥ -

MexBER: Is not that provided for in
the Municipalities Act ¥

Hox. M. L. MOSS: No. The BRill
when passed into law would pgive the

grant a 2l-years lease of this reserve;

Savings Bank Bill.

right of the public to free access shonld
be given, notwithstanding the provisions
of any lease or grant. The Gouvernment
should reconsider the matter and place a
clause in the Bill defining this right.
Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY did
not agree with the objection raised. The
wording of the clause was mandatory,
not permissive, and the hon. member
would know that the Govervor-iun
Council had power over municipalities to
compel the making of necessarv hy-laws.
There was no need for fear that the
municipality of South Perth or any other
municipality would act in the manner
suggested. The clause went far enough,
and covered all the groand required to
establish the right of the public to have
free access to the reserve at all reason-

. able times.

Hox. M. I. MOSS: As the proper
course was not being followed, he moved
that progress be reported.

Motion passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
it again,

BILL—FIRST READINt.
Bills of Sales A¢t Amendment, received
from the Legislative Assembly.

BILL—THIRD READING.
Stamp Act Amendment Bill, passed.

BILL—CGOVERNMENT SAVINGS BANK
ACT AMENDMENT.
IN COUMMITTEE.

Clauses 1, 2-~agreed to.

Clause 3—Iuterpretation :

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that all words after < local
authority ™ be struck out with a view
to inserting the following :—* including
the counncil of a municipality or the hoard
of a roads district, or any hody con-
stituted by or under the authority of any
statule.” The object was to make the
clanse a little wider in application. At

. present it was not quite clear that a local

anthority such as the King's Park Board
or the Karrakatta Cemetery Board could
bank at the Government Savings Bank.
This would allow any bhody constituted

. by the authority of a staiute to do busi-
innicipality of South Perth power to -

and the desire of members was to see it

definitely provided in the Bill that the

ness with the bank.

Awmendment passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 4—agreed to.



Savings Bank Bill :
Clause 5—Governor
officers :

Tur COLONTATL, SECRETARY, in
reply to Mr. Mass, explained that ofticers
appointed under the Bill would be outside
the jurisdiction of the Pablic Service
Commissioner.

Clause passed.

Clauses 6 to 9 —agreed to,

Clauge 10—Tamits of deposits :

Tue COLONTAL SECRETARY:
This clanse was in slightly diffevent form
when the Bill was introduced in another
place. Having been amended in the
Assembly, its meaning was not very clear.
The object was to allow depositors to de-
posit £1,000 only, but according to this
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amount allowed, that was a matter for
the individual; but the principal thing
was that the Government might find
themselves in some difficulty, though of
course they were protected by requiring
three mouths’ notice in some cases and
one montl’s notice in other cases. That,
however, was not a new feature. The
existing Act provided that notice of
withdruwal should be given. It was in-
advisable thut the Government should
embark on euterprises of this kind, His

. views had often been expressed on that

clause the deposit might be £1,000 in

every year. In order to muke the matter
clear he moved an amendment—

That Subclause 1 be struck out and the
following inserted in liew :—“The mauager,
his officers and ngents, shall not receive from
any depositor any swn which makes the total
awount to which the depositor is entitled for
the tine being exceed one thousand pounds.”

Howx. G. RANDELL moved an amend-

ment—

That the words “exceeding three hundred
ponnds or ™ be inserted after “swm’™ in line
2 of Subelaunse 1.

The subclause would then read: * The
manager, his officers and agents, shall
not receive from any depositor in. anyone
vear any sum exceeding three hundred
pounds, or which makes the total amonnt
deposited exceed one thousand pounds.”
The clause was o great departure from
the original intention in regard to the
Savings Bank. The origival intention
was that it should Le a savings bank in
faet, and not a bank for the encourage-
ment of depositors to deposit moneys,
savings or otherwise.  The Government
apparently were entering into a system
of trading in opposition to the institu-
tions doing legitimate banking business
in this country. This step was likely to
lund the Government in some difficulty,
anditwouid at the same timeinterfere with

the ordinary course of financial business. '

The original amount which one could
deposit in one year was £150. There
were four amendments to the origival
Act, and by the last amendment we per-
mitted the total sum to be deposited to
be increased to £600. As to the total

point. The tendeney wus inan utterly
wrong direction. If the Government took
up these trading concerns, their attention
was diverted from the responsibility for
the good government of the State.
Apparently we were going to provide that
a man could dJdeposit £1,000 in the
Havings Bank year after year.

Tue CoronNiarn SecrErary: Noj
the amendment was to provide that the
deposit be limited to a total of £1,000.

Hox. G. RANDELL: That was an
improvement. We all knew where the
amendment effected in another place
had come from. It was undoubtedly
against the principles of the Savings
Bank. No doubt it was admirable that
the Government should take care of the
savings of the people and pay interesi
that was secured by the revenue of the
country; but when we went beyond the
fair und reasonable limits of a savings
bank, then the Government were pur-
suing an improper course. It would be
noticed that bis amendment was a liberal
one because it increased the amount to be
deposited in one year to £300.

Tae CHAIRMAN: The simplest
way was for members to agree to strike
out the subclause. Mr. Randell could
then move his amendment on that of the
Colonial Secretary.

Hox, W. T. Lorow: Should not Mr.
Randell's amendment be put first ?

Toe COLONIAL SECRETARY sub-
mitted that his (the Colonial Secretary’s)
ameundment should be put first, because
it provided that the bunk could receive
£1,000 in one year or at any subsequent
titne, whereas Mr. Raundell's amendment
was that in one year only £300 could be
received.

Hox. 8. .J. HAYNES: Every member
could ugree to the amendwment moved by
the Colonial Secretary, because it was
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moved in order to remove an ambiguity '
with respect to a deposit of £1,000. Then

members might agree to the 1nmudment
moved by Mr. Randell.

Howx. M. T. MOSS: If Mr,
were correct in saying that there was
mny undue ioterference with private
enterprise, he (Hon, M. L. Moss) would
be the first to assist the hon. member;
but the proposition of the Government
was cmuently fair, aud was a good
business one from the State’s point of
view. We had two million pounds in the
Savings Bank belonging to depositors,
and the State was using it at a low rate
of interest, lower than the interest paid
in London oo the wmoney we raised there.
The State was fully safrgnarded hy sub.
sequent provisions in the Bill in the case
of arun on the bank. Unless the hon.
member could furnish better arguments
to show that there was interference with
other hanking institutions, he (Hon. M.
L. Moss) could not support the amend-
went. The idex of the Government
increasing the amount to £1,000 would
not interfere with any private institution,
On the other hand it was a good thing
the State.

Hon, W. T. LOTON: The object of
savings bank was to give facilities for
the deposit of their savings by people of
moderate means ; but there was no reason
why the Government should open an
establishnient to induce people of large
capital to deposit their funds. The
question was, what was a woderate
amount that could he saved by the
average individual? Tt was not very
easy for the average individual to save
£300 in one year. Perhaps the Minister
could say how many depositors in the
Savings Bank last vear had reached the
limit of £600. With regard to the pro-
posal to allow depositors to deposit £1,000
in each year —

TrEr CoLoNIAL SECRETARY: That was
not intended.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: Not wany
persons in this State would need or
would be able to deposit as much as
£300 of savings in one vear. The clause
might give facilities to persons having
investments falling in, to deposit the
money in sums of £1,000 for one, two,
or three months, to suit their conveni-
ence, and the amounts might be with-
drawn at very short notice; and so the

Randell

in Commitler.

bank could not safely invest such sums
for earning interest.

Tur Cononian Secreraky: We could
compel depositors to give three months’
notice of withdrawal, if necessary for the
bank.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: If the Govern-
ment desired to give facilities to such
people, it should go the whole distnnee
and enler on the banking business in ifs
enlirety by constituting the Savings
Bank o bank of issue as well.  The
amendment for a limit of £300 would
meet all vequirements for some time to
come,

How. W. MALEY: To limit the
amount of deposits in one year to £300
would probably be a hindrance, and
would deprive many people of a desirable
form of security far depositing their
money in 2 Savings Bank which had
agencies scattered throughout 1he State.
A few days ago a lady was anxious to
deposit a fairly large amount of money
in the Savings Bank, but was told Ly the
officiala that they could mot accept a
greater deposit than £150. The conse-
quence was that ghe bad to pay her
money into the banking account of a
friend, aceepting his cheque in retwrn ;
and that cheque was still travelling
around awaiting opportunity for invest--
ment. The Savings Bank should be ina
position to aceept noneys for investment,
as the rate of interest paid by other
banking institutions on deposit was very
swmall, and out of all proportion to the
rate of interest charged by the banks
when Jeuding money to customers.

Hon. G. RANDELL: The danger
against which he desired to guard was
that at the expiration of three months
from the time of depositing a large sum,
and when the depositor might desire to
withdraw, the Government wmight find
that it had invested the money through
the Agricultural Bank or elsewhere, and
was not in a position to readily realise;
in which event, if several large sums
were so involved simultaneously, the
Government. might have to go to other
baunks and raise money at high rates of
interest for meeting its obligations to

i Bavings Bank depositors.

Tag Coroviar SecreTaiBY: That
objection applied equally to small as to
large amounts.
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Hon. G. RANDELL: The Savings
Bunk should wot accept large sums on
deposit, except for a fixed period of one
ar two years, The profits of the bank
last year were betwern £900 and £1,000,
which showed that in its operations the
Innk was sailing close to the wind.

Tur CoLoxiaL SeorETArRY: Because
the Government used wost of the money
us trustee,

Hon. G. RANDELL: The Govern-
went would have to prosecute any other
trustee who misused money in that way.
The money invested by the bank was
lent at five per cent., but if necessity
arose for the Government to borrow for
the reason he had suggested, the rate of
interest to be paid would be much
higher. The public should be safegunarded
against the possibility of a consequent
panic. The proposal to increase the
minount of yearly deposits to £1,000
would involve the Govermnent in diffi-
culties, and would go a long way towards
making the bank a losing instead of a
lsuying concern.

Hor. 3. J. HAYNES preferred to sce
the bauk establisbed on the lines of the
South Anstralian Savings Bank, which
was managed by trustees. In the
interests of the public, the proposal in
the amendment to limit deposits in one
year to £300 was a liberal one,

TeeE COLONTAL SECRETARY trus-
ted the Committee would not agree to
the amendment. There appeared to be
a fear that the intention of the Govern-
ment was to establish a trading con-
cern on the lines of u commercial
bank, or some socialistic scheme. There
was 0o such iniention, and he failed to
see why the mere fact of a depositor being
permitted to deposit £1,000 in any one
year as aguinst £300, could be said to be
converting the bank into a trading con-
cern.
which would put the bank in line with
ordinary banks in this respect, for it was
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might have the use of the money ¥ Tf
placed for short terms in private banks,
the interest would be nominal; and who
were belter entitled to the nse of sueh
wmoney free of interest —private banks or
the people of the country ¥ Mr. Loton
questioned whether many Savings Bank
accounts now reached £600. The number
was considerable, and would he greater
but for "the fact that no more thau
£150 a year could be depnsited. A new
arrival with £600 could deposit only £150
in his own nume ; hence he deposited the
balance in his wife’s and children’s names,
increasing fourfoll the work of the bank
officials, and .reducing the average de-
posit.

Hown. G. RavpeLn: Was not the
average, £37 odd, the highest in Aus.

" Aralin ?

. provide the Govermment with

There was nothing in the Bill -

not permitted for any coinmercial house

10 do business with the Savings Bank
in the same way as with ordinary banks.
This was a bank of deposit only, with

which a trading concern, owing to the !

absenee of facilities for numerous daily
withdrawals and for temporary assistance,
vould not do business.
large deposils be made, without interest,
in the Savings Bank, so that the country

Why should not

Tae COLONIALSECRETARY : Yes;
bat it had decreased for all that ; and for

. the decrease the bunk gave the reason

meniioned.  Mr. Randell said that in
aceepting and investing such large de-
posits as £1,000 the bank ran a con-
sidlerable risk of not meeting withdrawals,
Surely there could he no wmore risk in
receiving £1,000 than £L100 deposit,
since the daily deposits balanced the
daily withdruwals.  Withdrawals of
£100 would co-exist with deposits of
£100.

How. G. RavprrLr: Not necessarily.

Tre COLONTAL SECRETARY : The
Suvings Bank would thus conveniently
cheap
money, partly free of interest; and who
were better entitled than the people of
the country to such accommodation ?

Hon. J. M. DREW opposed Mr.
Randell’s amendment. Tast year he
(My. Drew) imtroduced a Bill with an
ilentical clause, rejected by a narrow
majority in a thin House. The discussion
to-night seemed to indicate that money
in the Savings Bank was withheld from
circulation. Notso. It was used by the
Government for repurchasing estates
under the Tands Purchase Act; and
during the lust ten years a fairly large
number of estates was repurchased and
settled, many of which must have re.
mained in private hands but for the
Savings Bank funds available, whick en-
abled settlement to proceed at its present
pace.  The Agricultural Bank’s loans to
settlers were also exclusively from Savings
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Bank funds. TLast vear the loans agpre-
gated some £80,000, and had doubtless
sinee increased with the progress of land
settlement, Could not the funds of the
bank be replenished, if necessary, from
loan noneys, thus preventing any disaster
from a run? The proposed amendinent
of the Colonial Secretary did not go far
enough. The amount of deposit shonld
be unlimited as in QGueensland, to promote
the prosperity of the country. Private
banks would not receive a deposit for less
than six months, and then at a nominal
interest, while for current accouuts they
charged £1 1s. for opening and £1 1s. a
year for keeping open.  In- cowsequence,
mmany small depositors in banks closed
their current aceounts, and woald doubt-
less do business with the Savings Bank
were its sphere of wsefulness extended.
None could say that ihe inoney lent to
agricultural settlers and expended on the
repurchase of estates had been used in
risky fashion. Rather had it been in-
vested on the best possible security.

How. C. BSOMMERS: Whether the
limit were one year or three did not seem
to matter ; for very large deposits would
be few.

Hox. E. McLARTY : There was izuch
in the contention that people with idle
money shounld be able to bank it safely
and earn a little interest. For a current
account a private bank charged £1 Is. on
opening and 10s. 6d. per half year, even
where the account was opened for only
n month. Instead of receiving interest,
the customer thus paid £111s. 6d. The
proposal in the Bill to make the maxi-
mum deposit £1,000 could do no harm.
How many Savings Bank depositorswould
lodge £1,000 in one year? If they did,
no great evil would result. If the bank
could use such deposits, it had as mnch
right to them as a private bank.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: Better
proceed with cantion. The Bill would
‘increase the maximum yearly deposit
almost seven-fold—a longer step in
advance than this House usually took.
Mr. Randell’s proposed bundred per
cent. increase was more in keeping with
the character of the Chamber. The
Minister said, a man wishing to deposit
£1,000 would open accounts for his wife
and family; but by a subsequeunt clause
the Goveroment intended to charge 1s. a
vear for keeping accounts, thus providing
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in snme measure against this practice.
Recently he (Mr. Langsford) in Com-
miites on the Stamp Act was asked to

. withdvaw an amendiment which might

have affected the ‘Treasurer’s Budget
Speech, For this reason, better support
Mr. Randell's proposal and see how it
worked till next year, when another
Saviugs Bank Bill would probubly bhe
introduced.

Hon. J. A. THOMSON: A man co.i-
ing to the State inight bave £1,000, but
he might not desire to place it in a Lank
where he would get no interest.  This

I ' man might be looking for land, and he

woulld put his monev in the Savings
Bank for the time being so that he would
get interest. A person came to the State
nearly 16 years ago with nearly £1,000,
and be pluced his money in one of the
institutions 1n this State. That institu-
tion stuck to the money for about four
years, and the man could not get it. 1f
the money had been invested the man
might have been wealthy to-day.

Hon. G. RanpeLL: Was it a bank?

Hox. J. A, THOMSON : Yes.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Tf too much money
came into the Savings Bank because of
the greater facilities afforded, the Gov-
erngr might by proclamation reduce the
rate of interest. This Bill would, he be-
lieved, interfere in a measure with the
legitimate business of banks of issue, be-
cause people would avail themselves of
the opportunity of placing their money in
a banlk where they could receive interest.
At times the Government, were not in a
pesition to float a loan, and H was neces-
sary that works should be continued. In
such cases the Grovernment had had in
the past to pay as much as 4 per cent.
interest for money. If the Government
had plenty of money in the Saviogs Bank
they could utilise the money for public
works. Large sums of money were in-
vested in veul estate in Perth and Fre-
manile. He would like to see the amount
enlarged rather than cut down. To a
certain extent the measure would act
detrimentally towards other banks.

Hon. G. Ranperrn: It would in no
way interfere with them.

How. M. L. MOSS : Then it came down
tothis. Conuld the Government be trusted
to deal with the moneys placed in the
baok in a way to the best interests of
the country ¥
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Amendment negatived; the Colonial
Secretary’s awendment put and passed.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that Subclause (3) be struck ouf.

Amendment passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 11—agreed to.

Clause 12—Deposits of minors :

Tae COLONIAL SHECRETARY
moved that in line 3 of Subclauvse (2)
the word * or”' be struck out, and “and”
inserted in lieu.

Amendment passed; the clanse as
amended agreed to.

Clanges 13, 14—agreed to.

Clause 15 — Deposits Dby friendly
societies, etcetera :

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that in line 1, after “ society " the
words “ co-operative society ” be inserted.
This was consequential on an nmendment
made in another place.

Amendment passed; the clause- as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 16 to 23—agreed to.

Clause 24—Transfer of deposits from
and to other savings banks:

How."G. RANDELL: Was this pro-
vision taken from an English Act, and
wag it in existence in any of the Eastern
States?

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
had latterly become the law in the Eastern
States. It was now law in the United
Kingdom.

Clause passed.

Clause 25 — Deposits a charge upon the
consolidated revenue :

How. J. W. LANGSFORD: This
clause referred to a possible deficiency
that might arise, and the deficiency was
to be met out of the consolidated revenue
fund. He asked for explanation.

How. M. L. MOSS: The clause was
merely iniended to meet emergencies in
the case of a run on the bank and in-
vestments not being readily realisable,
when it would he the duty of the Trea-
surer to report the deficiency to DLoth
Houses of Parliament.

Ulause put and passed.

Clauses 26 to 29—agreed to.

Clause 30—Treasurer not liable for
fraudulent withdrawals:

(14 Avuesr, 1906.]
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Hown. G. RANUELL: The clause was
capable of betng used o the injury of
depasitors, and was contrury to banking
law. Ap ordinary bank had to pay in
the event of o cheque being forged, and
the Savings Bank should take an equal
responsibility.

TuEe CoLon1aL SEcrETARY : This bank
was not responsible at the present time.
The matter was governed by regulation.

How. &. RANDELL moved that the
clause be struck ount.

Hon. W. PATRICK: Because the
Savings Bank had not been responsible
in this connection in the past was no
reagon why it should not be responsible
in the future.

Hon. J. A. THOMSON : Pass-hooks
issued by private banks were not similar
to those issued by savings banks. In the
latter case the pass-book of a depositor
wag an absolute guarantee that the
amount shown therein was standing to
his credit in the savings Lank.

How. M. L. MOSS: The cases of an
ordinary bank and a savings bank were
not parallel, becavse an account inm an
ordinary bank could be operated on by
cheque taken from any cheque-book,
whereag moneys in a savings bank could
not be drawn against or operated on until
u person produced the actual pass-book
of the depositor. It should not be any
great difficulty for a depositor to sufe-
guard his pass-book; but if through
negligence he permitted it to get into
other hands, and the person who became
improperly possessed of the book sue-
ceeded in deluding the officers of the
bank and operated on the account, the
genuine depositor should not be the suf-
ferer. Suchoccurrences were, however, very
rare. The distinction between the cases
was that while there must be negligence
in the one case to permit of a forgery, in
the other case the depositor in an ordinary
bank might be victimized by having his
account fraudulently drawn against on a
cheque taken from another cheque-book,

Hon. W. PATRICK : The cases were
not exactly parallel. A recent regula-
tion of the Savings Bank altered the
previous practice of having a depositor’s
signature in his pass-book; and as sig-
natures were now known only to officers
of the bank, the bank should now take
the same responsibility in the event of
forgery as did other banking institutions,
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Question put, und a dirision taken with
the following result: —

Ayes .. T |
Noes e e Y
Majority for ... e 2
ATES, . Nurs,
Hon. J. D. Connolly , Hon. H. Briggs
Hon. F. Connor I Hon. J, M, Drew

Hon. J. W, Huackett
Mo, 8. J. Haynes
Hon, R. Laurie
Hon. M. L. Moss !
Hog, W. Outs |

Hon. V. Homersley
© Hon. E, McLarty
' Hom. W, Patrick
Hon. (. Rundell
Hon. R, F. Sholl

Hou. C. A, Piesse Hoo. J. W. Wright
Hou. C. Sommers Houn. W, T. Loton
Hon. 1. A, Thoioron {Petlcr).

Hon. J. W. Langsford
(Teller).

Clanse thus passed.

At 630, the CHatrMAN left the Chair,
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Clauses 31, 32—agreed to.

Clause 33—TUnclaimed accounts, time
limit :

Hon. W. PATRICK : This clause was
unjust. There was no reason why the
Government should have power, after the
lapse of any period, to confiscate funds
remaining to the credit of any person.
He moved an amendment—

That all the words after “February,” in
line 3, be struck out.

Hon. M. L. Moss: The amendment
wonld not achieve the mover’s object.

How. W. PATRICK : Possibly not;
but if it was stated in an Act that the
Government had power 1o confiscate
money, there would be no legal quibble
about it. On the other hand, if there
wag simply an advertisement in the
Government Guzelle that there were cer-
tain moneys unclaimed, it could not
damage the Government in any way.
It was quite possible that after 17 years
someone might turn up to claim money.

Hon. M. L. MQSS: The relation of
banker and customer was that of debtor
and ereditor. Aoy banker keeping an
account, if there was no operation on the
account for six vears, need not pay it at
all. In this Bill the period was extended
to 17 years, after which the money
became part of the consolidated revenue;
but the amendment wounld cut down the
period to seven years. There was more
right on the part of the Government to
take this money after 17 years than
there was for a man to keep land after
occupying it for 12 years. Few accounts

[COUNCIL.]

1
|

'
{
|
|
|
]

|

I
t
‘

in Commitlee.

would be affected.  There wus also the
matter of the trouble of hookkeeping,

¢ accounts having to Dhe entered up vear

after vear when lhere was no pos-
sibility of any claim being made for the
money.

Hon. W. PATRICK : Assuming that

- the bon. member was correct as to the

limit of time under some other slatute,
in any case the alteration proposed by
the amendment ecould do no harm.

Trg CoLoyiaL SecreTary: There

i woull he a lot of unnecessary work.

Hon. W. PATRICK: The Bank of
England kept an aceount for afive pound
note for ever.  There was no necessity to
do any bonkkeeping at the end of every
year, because the account was practically

¢ closed and would vot be required unhl

the credit was elaimed ; and the Govern-
iment could be uvsing the money all the
time, Under tbe Real Property Act,
occupation for an indefinite period wonld
not. give the right to land. In South
Australia the title was indefeasible for
ever, :

Hon. S. J. Haywes: It was an excep-
tion in that State.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY:
This clanse did not savour of confisca-
tion. It was simply put in the Bill to
save a great deal of nnnecessary work n
the matter of bookkeeping. At the
present time there were 1,574 unclaimed
accounts, not amounting to a great deal
ndividually, but they had to be kept on
record and brought forward year after
year. Wasg it likely that any person
would leave a large sumn unclaimed ?
First of all, the account had to be seven
years without leing operated on; and
after that period, if the bank did not
hear of the depositor, it was provided
that the aceount should be advertised
once a year for 10 years, making a total
of 17 years, which was a verv fair time
indeed.

Hox. W. PATRICK: The object of
the Bill was to induce the publie to put a
Jittle more wmoney in the bank. The
previous clause gave protection against
frand ; and now, if a depositor left money
in for a period of time, the Government
confiscated it ; so the Government scored
both ways.

Hox. C. SOMMERS : It was stated in
another place that the unclaimed deposits
fund amounted to £3,012, representing
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1,574 depositors, so that judging by the ’

past, the Committee would not be dving
anyune uny injury by passing the clause.

Amendment unegatived ; the clause
passed.

Clause 34—agreed to.

Clause 35—Charges on accounts:
Twe COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved an amendment—

That the words * minors’ aceounts shall he
accepted,” in line 2, be struck out, and the fol-
lowing inserted in lieu : “except in the case of
minors under the age of 12 years.”

Legally @ person was a minor to 21 years
of age, but for the purposes of this Act it
was fixed at 12 years.

Amendment passed.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: The pro- |
viso to the clause provided for exemp- °

tions frown the charge of 1s. for keeping |

accounts. It provided that if the interest
was not sufficient to cover the charge,
the churge was not made. Therefore, In
gomie instances the more a man should
receive as interest, the less he would get;
because the man getting 1s. 6d. interest
was charged 1ls. for keeping the ac-
count, and was credited 6d., whereas
the man whoe earned 11d.
way of interest was not charged any-
thing and was credited with 11d.
The machinery of Government ought 1o
be available to meet cases of this kind.
A man who got 1s. 104d. interest would
be worse off than the man who got 11d,,
because he would get a shilling deducted.
TIf any paid, all should do sv. The

positors should be treated alike.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
we were to do what the hon. member
sugmested, it would make the bookkeep-

in the -

. the difficulties that would

ing too complicated. Not only in this .
measure but in any Act we must always :

get little anomalies. It was not pro-

posed to charge a shilling unless the -

wmterest on the account reached that
amount.

Hox. J. W. LANGSFORD had
thought the Government capable of sug-
gesting something to the House that
would meet the case of all depositors.
He moved an amendwment that all the
words after “ year,” in line 7, be struck
out.
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Howx M. L. MUSS: The hon. member
should withdraw the amendment. This
was a very small thiog to interfere
with,
Amendmentl put and negatived.
Clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 36 to 39-—agreed to.

New Clause-- Attachment by garnishes:

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that the following be added as a
clauge :—

Money standing to the credit of any de-
positor in the Savings Bank shall be liable to
attachment by gnrnishes proceedings in the
Supreme Court or any Local Court.

The question was raised at the previous
sitting of the House, that moneys in the
Savings Bank could not be garnisheed
by a creditor in the ordinary way. That
was not quite correct, because they could
be garmsheed; but the process was
rather long and expensive, and in order
to get over that difficulty he moved the
new clause.

Hox. M. .. MOSS was obliged to the
Minister for having done so much on the
question ; but the amendment was crude, .
because a man with a garuishee order
under a provision of this kind would find
himself in considerable difficulty. Who
was to be the garnishee? Evidently the
person drafting that amendment did so
without very much consideration as to
surround
people, partienlarly those living in the
country, as to what statute they were

. going to take proceedings under to effec-

Minister might belp us so that all de- ' tyally attach money in the hands of the

garnishee. The new clause should be
amended to make the Colonial Treasurer
responsible as the garnishee. He wished
to move an amendment to that effect.

Tre COLUNTAL SECRETARY : The
Colonial Treasurer being clearly men.
tioned in this Bill as the Mioister respon-
sible for administering the measure, there
was no necessity for inserting the
Treasurer’s name in this clause as the
garnishee.  The clause was not drafted
in a crude shape. He had asked several
days ago for the amendment, to be drafted ;
therefore the drafting was not hurried in
the least. Kmnowing that the man who
drafted the new clause had drafted the
whole Bill, and was familiar with every
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part of it, the draftsman was in a
better position to draft that amendment
than was a legul member who got up at
a moment’s notive and said the amend-
ment was crudely or wrongly drawn.
The amendment covered all that was
wanted, and he asked the Committee to
aceept it as drafted.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Take the case of
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garnishee proceedings at Roebourne; if

it wounld be necessary, in order to witach
money, to send a garnishee order to
Perth, the depositor would, if he got
wind of what was going on, withdraw
his money from the bank. I it was
intended to give this power to gurnishee
money in the Savings Bank and he had
intimated on the sevond reading that it
ought to be done, and the Goveroment
were in accord with him to that extent—
surely it was expedient in the highest
degree that it should be done in such a
way as to be purfectly effective. He
still thought the clause was crudely
drawn, auod that it would be practically
inoperative, Mr. Haynes might enlighten
the Committee upon this point. Where
money wasg in a branch bank it would be
necessaty to serve the manager at once
with notice of garnishee proceedings, in
order to make them effective. He had
pot drawn bhis own amendment at a
moment's notice. Before the House
assembled he considered  the matter, and
did =0 even when the second reading of
the Bill took place, because in his actual
practice as a solicitor he had been con-
fronted with the difficulty of wetting at
money in the Savings Bank.

TaE CoLoNIAL SECRETARY agreed with
t)he priuciple advocated by the hon, mem-

er.

Hox. M. L. MOSS knew that, but was
not so stupid as to agree to the principle
and see difficulties ahead of him through
having no machinery to enforce the prin-
ciple. He wanted a definite person
named, and to see an easy means of
aerviug the order upoun the person in
charge of the bank.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: The new clause
as proposed would be inoperative. He
had his doubts in common with Mr. Moss
as to whether the Minister administering
the measure would be the proper person
on whom to serve the garmishee order.
If he was to be regarded as the garnishee,

Nelvon A.S. Land.

it was hard lo say where wa would he
tanded. The only addition required to
the amendinent: suggested by Mr. Moss
would be a provision that action might
be taken in either the Local Court or the
Supreme Court. Mr, Moss's suggested
awmendment should he accepted as an
improvement.

Tue CHAIRMAN: The amendment
sugurested by Mr. Moss could nol  be
aceepted as an amendment to the new
clause, but if the new clanse were not
carried Mr. Moss might move his amend-
ment at a hter stage as w new clause.

On motion by the ConLoNiaL SECRE-
TARY, progress teporterd and leave given
to sit again.

BILL—NELSON AGRICULTURAL
30CIETY LAND SALE.

SECOND READING.

Tue COLONIALSECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading of the Bill said: This is a short
and formal weasure introduced for the
purpose of giving authority to the
trustees of the Nelson Agricultural
Society to sell Bridgetown town lots 29
and 30, and apply the proceeds to the
improvement of Reserve No. 6877, other-
wise knownas thenew show.ground. These
two lots were granted to the Nelson Agri-
cultural Society some 20 years ago for the
gurpose of a show-ground; but as the

istrict progressed it was found that the
show - ground, comprising only four
acres, was altogether too small for the
purpese; and it has since heen cut np
for sale. The new show-ground consists
of thirty acres, and it is now proposed fo
sell the original show-ground and devote
the proceeds to the improvement of the
new ground. The trustees have already
cut up this gronnd, and are ahout to sel
it. This Bill is the outcome of a request
from the trustees of the Nelson Agricul-
tural Society, and is simply a formal
matter. I move that the Bill be now
read a second time.

Question passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Bill passed through Committee with.
out debate, reporwd without amendment,
and the report adopted.
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BILL—LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
AMENDMENT.
IN COMMLITTEE.

Clanse 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Qualification of wanaying
clerks for admission to practise as prac-
titioners :

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD moved that
the following words he added after the
words “or officer,’ in line 5 of para-
graph 2:—

Or ghall have completed the term of ten
years a5 a clerk in the office or offices of a
practitioner or practitivners practising in
Western Australia, or shall have obtained the
degree of Bachelor of Laws of any University
in the British Dominions recognised by the
Barristers’ Board.

That was in keeping with the principle
advocated by the Bill, and in every im-
stance the Barrisiers’ Board would have
the final voice.

On motion by Howx. 8. J. Havnes,
progress reported and leave given to sit
again,

BILL—PHARMACY AND POISONS ACT
AMENDMENT,

SECOND READING.

How. M. L. MOS8 (West), in
moving the second reading, said: The
desire mn this short measure is to make
more complete the Pharmacy and Poisons
Act of 1894, which has been found in
practice to be dJefective in one or two of
its provigions, [n the first place, the
object in passing the Pharmacy and
Poisons Act was to regulate the sale of
poisons and preseribe proper qualifica-
tions fur persons entrusted with the com-
pounding and dispensing of drugs. It
was intended to provide that only persons
of proper experience and qualifications
should deal witb these very danperous
commodities. But in practice it has
been found that the Act does not go so
far as was really intended, and with that
object in view Parlisment is now asked
to amend Section 36 of the principal Act
by including in that section the words
“or to sell, or offer for sale, or exhibit
for sale, or have in his possession for
sale, or compound or dispense, any
medicine whether the prescription of
a medical practitioner or not.” When
we get into Committee I shall more
clearly explain what is intended to
be amended in the original Act. By

[14 Acuusr, 1906.]

Second reading. 431

" Clause 3 of this Bill permission is asked
- from Parliament to punish for dis-

obedience of the regulations in the
original Act by proceeding before justices.
This is the ordinary method of inforcing
regulations, but by & mistake under the Act
of 1904 no provision was made penalising
persons for breaking the regulations.
There are a number of offences against
the principal Act punishable by the Act
itself. But tbe council of the FPhar-
maceutical Society, with the approval of
the Governor-in-Council, have made a
large number of regulations, one of which
is that chemisis shall pay an annual fee
of £1 1s. for the liberty of practising the
profession, and it has beem found that
the non-payment of that money necessi-
tates proceedings being taken for the
payment of the fee. If the societv could
inforce the payment in the sawme way
a8 the obedience of ordinary regula.
tions, defaulting members of the society
could be Dbronght before justices and
made to pay. But no power is contained
in Section 3, therefore it becomes necessary
under the original Act to sue for breaches
of the regulntions in the Local Court.
As the council and the registrar of the
society are located in Perth, in the case of
chemists who enter a defence it costs the
society more than the amount involved,
that 1s the £1 1s, to recoverit. It is
songht to provide an easy means of enfore-
ing compliance with the regulations by
enabling people to be punished by sum-
mary couviction. The last clause of the
Bill is rather an important one, becanse
the original idea of forming the Pharma-
ceutical Society and providing for the
qualification of members practising the
profession of pharmaceutical chemists
was that the public should be fully safe-
guarded, and that drugs and chemicals
should not be handled by incompetent
persons.  But under the guise of the
word ‘ herbalist” contioual breaches
of the principal Act are being made, and
there is little opportunity for the society
providing against persous using this
name. It is an offence punishable under
the Act for any person using the word
“ chemist” or “ druggist” or “ pharma-
ceutical druggist,”or such like term, but
under the word ‘‘ herbalist ™ persons in
the city of Pertb and elsewhere prac-
tically are carrying on the lbusiness of
chemists. T bave been informed—I do
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not know this from personal experience
—by those competent to express an
opinion, that in certain parts of the city
ruther illegitimate practices are con-
ducted. In orderto deal effectively with
persons carrying on the business of
chemists under the name of *“ herbalist,”
it is sought, by including in subclause (2)
of Section 3 of the amendment of 1903,
to penalise persons who use that name if
they are not pussessed of the qualifica-
tions of a pharmaceutical chemist. I say
T do not know if there is anything wrong
with those who use this name, but the
council of the Pharmaceutical Society
have expressed the opinion that Parlia-
ment should be applied to to have this
word included in the Act.

On moiion by Mr. LaNasForp, debate
adjourned,

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 20 minutes
past 8 o'clock, until the next day.

fegislatibe @Assembly,
Twesday, 14th August, 1506.

Questions: Railway Wagons, Emphes
Mining Slimes, Noreoman ..
Arbitration Aect, to Amend
Electoral, ns to a Progecntion .
Election Practices, if Illegal ... 983

5885t

Bills: Billg of Sale Act Amendment, 3u. ... .. 683
Mines Regulation, 2R, resumed, ndjourned .. 963
Land Tax Assessment, 2k. resumed, adjourned 1023
Jury Act Amendment (Mr. B‘mgsmlll) 1. ... 1028

‘Motion: Rn.ﬂwny Freights and Loeal Industna,

debate resumed, ndjourned ... . 1020

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock p.m.

PrAYERS.

QUESTION—BAILWAY WAGONS,
EMPTIES.
Me. HORAN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is he aware that a charge
of approximately £5 per wagon was
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recently collected for the transport of 200
empty wagons from North Fremantle to
Kurrawang P 2, Is he aware that a truck
load of chaff, requiring approzimately
twice the hauniage power and to cover
twice the distance, wonld be conveyed for
a smaller sum? 3, Is he prepared to
take action to remove such anomalies
frum the Railway Rate Book?

Tae MINISTERE FOR RAILWAYS
replied : 1, Yes, the Rate Book, folio 60,
contains the conditions and charges
under which wagons are conveyed. 2z, A
truck load of chaff if conveyed over the
same distance would be charged about
£8 for freight. 3, The subject will
receive consideration.

QUESTION— MINING SLIMES,
NORSEMAN.

Me. HUDSON asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Will the erection of the slimes
plant at Norseman, so long prowised, be
commenced this month ? 2, If not, what
is the cause of delay? 3, If there is to
be further delay, will the Minister make
advances of money to the prospectors
interested in the slimes on the values
already ascertained by assay ¥

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, Yes, tenders will be called this
month.

QUESTION—ARBITRATION ACT, TO
AMEND.

Mg. COLLIER asked the Premier:
Is it the intention of the Government
doring the present session to amend the
Arbitration Act so as to provide fora
separate Court for the coastal and pold-
fields districts, and with other than a
Supreme Court Judge as President ?

Tur PREMIER replied: No,

QUESTION—ELECTORAL, AS TO A
PROSECCUTION.

Mr, HOLMAN asked the Attorney
General: 1, In view of the recommenda-
tion of the Chief Electoral Officer in
reference to the taking of the vote of Ed-
mund Dodgson, in connection with which
case the Chief Electoral Officer made the
following rewarks—* The action of Mer.
Learmonth in taking the vote of Edmund
Dodgson, since dead, was a scandalous
proceeding, and I trust the Minister will
place no difficulty in the way of my



